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“First of all I would emphasize that the passing of this Act was the result, almost entirely,
of the efforts of the three men mentioned. It was the personal achievement of well-
informed, indomitable enthusiasts. Apart from these there was no demand for public
libraries. The people did not ask for public libraries. Why skould they do so? —they had
no idea of what a public library could do or mean. They did not know that they needed or
would use it. They did not, on the whole, even know that books had anything worth while
to give them. It was only when there were public libraries that most people had any
realization that they had anything to give. In other words here is, definitely, a case when

supply created demand, not where demand created supply. And the same, let us never

forget, is true today in every country in the world, be it Indonesia or Italy, Pakistan or
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