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An Effective Utilization of Movies in Teaching Literature in English
—Kazuo Ishiguro's The Remains of the Day as an Example
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The Remains of the Day —worksheet

Group member’s names and roles:

Leader [

Grammar-checker[

1 Recorder[

1 Timer [

At & MR T IRIE 3R

At home: You are required to read the part of the novel which will be covered in the lesson.

(p.55, 1.7 ~ p.57, 1.20; p.36, 118 ~ p.38, 1.3)

In the class: (Most of the time, you work in a group of 4)

1) Answer the questions in Vocabulary and Comprehension A&B on the worksheet.

2) Answer the questions in Listening after listening to the conversations.

3) The scene of the movie is shown three times.

4) Discuss ‘What do you think?" questions in the group.

5) Share your group’s ideas with the class.

6) The instructor gives a lecture on the backgrounds of the story.

<Vocabulary>

Match the words and the definitions.

1.

o IS e Y. I N VS B 8]

distraction

. distinguish

. Christian name
. butler

. under-butler

. under-servant

. unobservant

. to address
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9. be indebted to ~

10. to perfect

a. a servant who works under somebody

b. a thing that takes your attention away from what you are doing

c. a male servant who assists a butler

d. to use a particular name or title for somebody when you speak to them
e. the main male servant of a large house

f. to make something perfect or as good as you can

g. to recognize the difference between two people or things

h. grateful to somebody helping you

i. not good at noticing things around you

j. (in Western countries) a name given to somebody when they are born or

when they are christened; a personal name, not a family name

<Comprehension A>
1. Match the name of characters and their professions.
Miss Kenton
Mr Stevens
Mr Stevens senior
a. butler b. under-butler c. housekeeper
2. Complete the sentence by choosing the best answer.
Miss Kenton entered Mr Stevens™ pantry (office) because she wanted to
a. discuss what to do with Mr Stevens’ father.
b. brighten his pantry with flowers.
c. ask some questions about her new job.
3. Complete the sentence by choosing the best answer.
Mr Stevens asked Miss Kenton to
a. address his father by his full title.
b. work much harder to impress him.

c. bring some flowers to his pantry.
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<Comprehension B>
Answer the questions below.

1. Why does Miss Kenton bring some flowers to Mr Stevens' pantry?

2. Why is Mr Stevens annoyed with the way Miss Kenton calls his father?

3. Does Miss Kenton understand and follow Mr Stevens advice?

<Listening>

A. William

Listen to the following conversation and fill in the blanks.

14°00" ~14'44”

Mr Stevens(S): But since you are here, there is a small [ 1 ] [ wanted to mention. Just a small

[ 1]. Ihappened to be walking past the kitchen yesterday morning and I heard you [ 2 ]to

someone named William. May I ask who it was you were addressing by that name?

K: Why, Mr Stevens, I should think I was addressing your father.

S: Oh.

K: There are no other Williams in this house, I [ 3 ] it.

S: May I ask you in future, Miss Kenton, to address my father as “Mr Stevens”? If you are
speaking of him to a third party, then you may wish to call him “Mr Stevens senior’ to

[ 4 ] him from myself. So I would be most [ 5 ] to you, Miss Kenton.

B. Disagreement

Listen to the following conversation and answer the questions below®.
1. What does Miss Kenton actually say to indicate that she does not understand what Mr
Stevens says?
2. Mr Stevens and Miss Kenton disagree with each other. What are their different points?
Mr Stevens [ 1
Miss Kenton [ ]

3. What does Miss Kenton actually say to indicate that she wants to leave?

s COMETHWSLNDRFEII DN TR ARROMNERESRINZ N,
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C. At Servants Dinner Table

Listen to the conversation, and answer the following questions®.

1. Why does Charles give compliments to Cook?

2. Why does Mr Stevens correct Charles’ grammatical mistake?

3. What is the lesson the servants learn from Mr Stevens Sr." s story?

<What do you think?>

Answer the questions below based on your opinion.

1. Which opinion, Mr Stevens' or Miss Kenton's, do you think is right about the addressing
of Mr Stevens” father? And why?

2. The scenes you have read and watched are the beginning of the encounter of Mr Stevens

and Miss Kenton. What do you think their relationship would become in the later scenes?

<Answer Keys>
Vocabulary
Ib 2.g3.j 4e 5.c¢ 6.a 7.1 8d 9.h 10.f
Comprehension A
1.Miss Kenton ( ¢ ) Mr Stevens ( a ) Mr Stevens senior (b) 2.b 3.a
Comprehension B
1. Because she thinks that flowers make his dark pantry lively.
2. Miss Kenton calls his father by his Christian name. Mr Stevens thinks that his father is
a respectable person to be called by his full title.

3. She does not understand fully about his idea, but she follows his advice.

s COMETHWSN 2ROV T AR DOMRe SN0,
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Listening
A 1. matter 2. calling 3. take 4. distinguish 5. grateful
B 1. I don’ t quite understand what you' re getting at, Mr Stevens.
2. Mr Stevens| Miss Kenton should call my father as Mr Stevens Sr., because he is a
very respectable person. It is a mistake for a young lady to call an elderly and
respectable person by his Christian name even though her present career is higher than
that of my father. She can learn a lot from him. |
Miss Kenton [ It is natural to call William as ‘William' regardless of his age and
experience because he is my under-servant now. |
3. If you' 1l please excuse me.
C 1. Because his noble guests give compliments to Cook. He mimics their habits humorously.
2. Because he thinks that potential butlers have to speak perfectly.
3. They can learn that great butlers have to have dignity.
What do you think?
1. (Students’ opinion)

2. (Students’ opinion)

3. BbUIC
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<Listening B: Disagreement>

14" 46"~16" 45"

K: Excuse me, Mr Stevens.

S: Yes, Miss Kenton.

K: I don’t quite understand what you're getting at, Mr Stevens. I am a housekeeper in this house,
and your father is the under-butler, in other hand, I am accustomed to addressing under-servants
by their Christian names,...

S: If you would stop to think for a moment, you would realize that how inappropriate it is for one
such as yourself to address as William someone as my father.

K: But I'm sure it must have been very galling for your father to be called William by one such as
myself.

S: Miss Kenton, all I am saying is that my father is a person from whom if you wish to be more
observant, you may learn many things.

K: I'm grateful for your advice, but do please tell me what marverous things might I learn from him?

S: I might point out that you're still unsure of what goes where and which item is which.

K: I'm sure Mr Stevens Sr. is very good at his job, but I can assure you, Mr Stevens, that I am very
good at mine.

S: Of course.

K: Thank you. And I, if you 1l please excuse me.

S: Oh, well.

<Listening C: At Servants’ Dinner Table>

16'46"~19" 19"

Charles(C): My compliments to Cook, if you would. What a lovely piece of crackling.

S: I'm sure you said something witty. Share with the rest of us, who weren't fortunate enough to
hear you.

C: I said the sprouts is done the way I like them. Crisp-like, not mushy.

S: Sprouts “are” done, not “is” done. Isn't right, George?

George: Yes, Mr Stevens.

S: Forgive the correction, Charles, as I would have done. At your age for the sake of my education.

Because I'm sure even you have ambitions to rise in your profession.
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C: Oh, yes. I'd like to be a butler, to be called Mister, not Charlie, and sit in my own pantry by my
own fire, smoking my cigar.

S: I wonder if you realize what it takes to be a great butler?

Mr Stevens Sr.(Sr): Takes dignity, that's what it takes.

S: Thank you, Mr Stevens. Dignity, that s right. Dignity. The definition from our quarterly “The
Gentlemen's Gentlemen”: A great butler must be possessed of dignity...

Sr: In keeping with his position. There was this English butler in India. One day, he goes in the
dining room, and what's he see under the table? A tiger. Not turning a hair, he goes straight to the
drawing room. “Excuse me, my lord,” and whispering, so as not to upset the ladies. “I'm sorry.

There appears to be a tiger in the dining room. Perhaps His Lordship will permit use of the
twelve-bores?” They go on drinking their tea. And then, there's three gunshots. They don’t think
nothing of it. In India, they re used to anything. When the butler is back to refresh the teapots, he
says, cool as a cucumber: “Dinner will be served at the usual time, my lord. And I am pleased to
say there will be no discernible traces left of the recent occurrence by that time.” (laughter) T’ 11
repeat it. “There will be no discernible traces left of the recent occurrence by that time.”

S: Wonderful story, Mr Stevens.

Sr: Thank you, Mr Stevens.

S: Wonderful story. That's the ideal that we should all aim for. Dignity.
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